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YOUR CONTRIBUTION SUPPORTS 
 
• Reduced registration fees for students to attend the TRF 

National Annual Forum, so they may learn, network, and 
grow. Making it a worthwhile investment in their education 
and future careers in the transportation and logistics 
industries. 

 
• Sponsoring awards to recognize and encourage high-quality 

research papers and presentations at the TRF National 
Annual Forum. High-quality content improves the value of 
the Annual Forum to attendees and encourages greater 
participation. 

 
• Sponsoring events and expansion of activities by TRF 

regional chapters. Regional chapters are the heart of TRF 
and distinguish TRF from other professional organizations. 
More vibrant regional chapters increase the visibility of TRF. 

 
• Seed money grants to establish new TRF regional chapters. 

The value of TRF membership is enhanced by access to 
local programming and activities. 

 
We will work with donors interested in developing specific ideas 
for additional activities and for structuring restricted gifts 
consistent with our mission of “achieving improved, more efficient, 
and more economical transportation and logistics in the United 
States and abroad by promoting and conducting educational and 
scientific exchange and interaction among researchers and 
others.” 
 



WAYS YOU CAN HELP 
 

• Annual giving to the general fund. Donate using PayPal 
through our webpage: 
https://trforum.org/about/trf-foundation/ 

 
• Unrestricted gifts 
 
• Restricted gifts for a specific purpose 
 
• Unrestricted or restricted endowments 
 
• Annuities 
 
• Take advantage of our non-profit status with gifts of 

appreciated stocks and other securities 
 
• Planned giving and legacies 
 
• Gifts in your honor from friends and family 
 
Prospective donors can discuss their goals with the President or 
another member of the TRF Foundation board of directors to 
maximize the value of their contribution and discuss arrangements 
for legacies or a restricted gift. 
 
Contact us at: Foundation@trforum.org 
 
The TRF Foundation is a 501c(3) not-for-profit charitable 
organization and donations are federally tax exempt as limited by 
law. Potential donors are advised to discuss the tax implications 
with a tax professional. 
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TRF Foundation 
 
The Transportation Research Forum (TRF) Foundation is a not-
for-profit corporation organized under the laws of the District of 
Columbia in 1992. The Foundation Board is composed of 
elected TRF veterans with experience in leadership of national 
TRF and the regional chapters. 
 
President: Ian Savage (Northwestern University) 
Vice-President: Jack Ventura (retired) 
Secretary: Jill Bernard-Bracy (University of Missouri – St. Louis) 
Treasurer: Paul Gessner (Gessner Transportation Consulting 

LLC) 
Counsel: Michael McBride (Van Ness Feldman, LLP) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transportation Research Forum 
 
TRF originated in the late 1950s and is an independent 
organization of transportation professionals. Its mission is to 
provide an impartial meeting ground for carriers, shippers, 
government officials, consultants, university researchers, 
suppliers, and informed citizens seeking an exchange of 
information and ideas related to both passenger and freight 
transportation. The Forum provides pertinent and timely 
information to those who conduct research and those who use 
and benefit from research. TRF operates through a national 
organization, multiple regional chapters and by publication of a 
journal. 
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